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Editor’s Desk

As this special issue on WSF goes to the press —all Women'’s Studies practitioners
in the country are expressing shock and concern about the UGC’ proposal to
rename Women’s Studies as “Women and Family Studies Centres’. The proposed
guidelines for Women’s Studies in the Xth Plan reduce Women’s Studies Centres
to monitoring agencies of government and international organisations. This is an
erasure of the vision incorporated in the National Policy on Education (1986) as
also of the efforts and writings of more than two generations of scholars and
activists who have sort to develop women’s studies as an interdisciplinary area of
research and teaching. The IAWS which pioneered the development of women’s
studies 1s no longer even represented on the UGC standing committee on women's
studies. The proposal to rename and remap women’s studies as women and family
studies is a matter of serious concern to all of us members and we need to have
a wider debate on the issue at the local and central levels.

In the last decade the interlinked rise of communalism and globalisation has
posed several challenges to the women’s movements and women'’s studies. This
renaming is one more in the series of challenges. In times like this, collective
joint platforms like the ASF and WSF which counter the neo-liberal and right
wing forces adds strength to our on-going struggles. The editorial collective
looks forward to your suggestions and comments on this special issue edited by
Dr. Kiran Moghe. This issue also carries a letter written by the IAWS Executive
to the UGC seeking reconsideration and wider debate on the question of
renaming of women'’s studies. Do send in your comments and letters of solidarity
on the issue of renaming of women’s studies to wsc@unipune.ernet.in,

Sharmila Rege




Editorial (Guest)

On behalf of our editorial collective, it gives me great
pleasure to present to all our members and readers,
this 1ssue of the IAWS Newsletter. We have chosen to
focus on the subject of the World Social Forum in
this issue. We do so, not only because it is a
forthcoming event of global significance being held
in India early next year (16-21 January 2004), but
more so because the chosen themes of the World
Social Forum deeply impinge upon the existence of
women in our country. As described in the
accompanying article (World Social Forum 2004) about
its origin and nature, the WSF began as a platform to
encompass all movements opposed to the forces of
neo-liberal capitalist globalisation. Today, it has
declared itself as a forum that is against imperialist
globalisation, patriarchy, militarism, religious
sectarianism and fundamentalism and casteism and
racism. [t 1s clear that the WSF secretariat felt it was
imperative to include the latter two themes, not only
because they are of special relevance in the Indian
context, but also because there is an acknowledgement
that all the issues are interrelated. Since the discipline
of women’s studies grew out of the recognition that
gender is a multi- faceted construct, it may not be
very difficult for some of us to make the necessary
connections. However, for many, the advent of policies
of privatisation and liberalisation in India in 1991 and
the rise of politics based on communal polarization
may appear as a mere (though not happy!)
coincidence. On the other hand, the experience of
the women’s movement in the last decade has shown
that the struggle for women’s equality has been deeply
and adversely atfected, by globalisation as well as the
rise of communal forces, independently as well as in
an interconnected manner. The very fact that the
concept of Women's Studies is sought to be strait
jacketed and the Centres for Women’s Studies
converted to “Family Studies™in a context of declining
budgetary support is a good enough example. Mass

struggles to counter the negative impact of
globalisation policies on women’s livelihood,
employment opportunities, access to water, food
security syétems, health care, education, etc. have had
to grapple with the threat to basic women’s unity.
Feelings of insecurity arising out of economic tensions
have been exacerbated by the politics of identity based
on religion, region, caste and community. There is a
growing body of work on the impact of changing
economic policies on different aspects of women's
lives, and we have included Madhura Swaminathan’s
article as an example. However, a great deal of work
needs to be done to examine and analyse the
interconnections between the two processes, and we
hope Jayati Ghosh’s article will inspire more scholarly
work, particularly in the area of women’s studies, in
that direction. We have also included three reports of
seminars and workshops held on different topics (son
preference, local governance and dalit issues) at the
Asian Social Forum, which was a kind of precursor
to the WSE and was held at Hyderabad in January
this year. The reports will give our readers an idea of
what kind of discussions and debates are likely to be
part of the WSF at Mumbai, and we hope that many
of you will be prompted to take part in the event.

We are living in deeply troubled times. The US-UK
occupation of Iraq and its implications for world peace,
the deep economic crisis that is affecting not just Third
World countries such as ours, but also the developed
ones, strife and conflict in several parts of the world,
and our own grim domestic situation, are enough to
make many of us wonder whether there is ever a way
out. It is precisely at this juncture when the official
and the multinational controlled media is informing
us that there 15 no alternative that the World Social
Forum has emerged with its slogan of “ Another World
1s Possible.” Die- hard cynics would like to point out
that such platforms only spawn fruitless debate and
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discussion. [t would be instructive for them to know
that it was the WSF network that facilitated the huge
international protest against the US led occupation
of Iraq, and the demonstrations that saw the
participation of over a billion people in anti-war
demonstrations in 602 cities across the world on the
15th of February 2003.

For the women’s movement, the construction
of another world is imperative; it is the very
rationale for the movement itself. Within the
movement, there may be many theories of existing
oppression, and many models for alternative social
systems, but the goal of women’s equality,and a society
free of class, caste and gender exploitation remains
common to all. The WSF provides a unique
opportunity for the interface of different trends within
the women’s movement, to dialogue and debate, with
each other and other sections, within India and across
the world. We hope members of the IAWS and our
readers will find the time to participate in it and enrich
themselves and their disciplines as well as others in
the process.

Kiran Moghe
Guest Editor
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World Social Forum-2004

The World Social Forum was conceived as an
international forum built around the slogan “Another
World is possible” to contest neo-liberal economic
policies and capitalist led globalization . The first three
WSFs were held in January and February 2001-2003
at Porto Alegre, Brazil. The first WSF in 2001 had
20,000 participants from more than 100 countries.
The second WSF had 55,000 people from 123
countries, WSF 2003 had 1,00,000 people from more
than 130 countries. WSF 2001 had 16 conferences
and 420 workshops; in 2002 there were 27 conferences
and seminars and 900 workshops and WSF 2003 had
61 conferences and 1200 workshops. In addition to
WSE there have been regional and thematic forums
during 2002-2003.

Formed after WSF 2001, the International Council
(IC) contributes to the WSF methodology, outreach,
communication strategies as well as the local and
regional organizing process.

WSF in India — India has been chosen as the host

country for WSF 2004, to bring in Asian and

African concerns to greater prominence. WSF 2004

S

1) A symbol of unity and democratic space for
people to assert their rights for peace and a world
free of violence, bigotry and hatred.

2) It will focus on imperialist globalization and also
on the issues of religious and sectarian violence,
casteism and patriarchy.

3) It will make space available for less visible,
marginalized, unrecognized and oppressed people
of the society.

4) It will advance the debate on Indian concerns
and yet simultaneously maintain an international
perspective.




WSF India Process

1) India General Council (IGC) Itis the decision
making body. Its membership 1s open to all social
movements and organizations committed to the
WSF charter of principles It has 135 members.

2) India Working Committee (IWC) It forms
the policy guidelines, which are the basis for
functioning of the WSF India process. It has 67
organisations (nominated from IGC).The IWC
has 14 national trade unions and workers’
organizations, 8 national women’s organizations,
6 national farmers’ networks, and 4 national
platforms each of dalits, adivasis, 4 student and
youth bodies, as well as 27 social movements;
other organizations and NGOs.

3) India Organising Committee (IOC) It is the
executive body of the WSF 2004 and is
responsible for organizing the events. It consists
of 45 individuals, each being a member of one of
the 8 working groups.

4) Mumbai Organising Committee (MOC) It
is the organizing body for WSF 2003.It, along
with IOC has the following working groups:

Program

Venue and Logistics
Communication and Media
Liaison

Finance

Culture

Mobilisation

Youth and Students.

WSF 2004
Venue: Mumbai Date: 16-21 January 2004.

Mumbai is chosen as the venue as it is an ideal site to
challenge neo-liberal globalisation agenda. It's
proximity with the rest of the world by air and sea,
and a large infrastructure to cater to the thousands
expected to participate in the event.provides added
advantage.

Mobilization — Around 75,000 delegates will
participate in the WSF 2004. A range of
accommodation facilities would be provided.
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Reception Centres will be set up at all major entry
points of Mumbai and shuttle Bus services will be
available to the venue.

WSF India will work closely with the International
Secretariat and International Council for international
mobilization.

Programme and Methodology

» The Programme is focused on: Imperialist
globalization

»  Patriarchy
«  Militarism and Peace

+ Communalism (religious sectarianism and
fundamentalism)

+  Casteism and racism (oppression, exclusion and

discrimination based on descent and work

WSF 2004 will include diverse forms of interaction
including plenary sessions, conferences, seminars,
round table discussions, workshops, cultural events,
and mass meetings, rallies and marches.

Program Format

It will provide a larger space for self-organized
activities, with the official organizers confining
themselves to only a part of activities.

The events charted out each day, for four days are:
* 1 conference of 15,000-20,000 people.

» 1 round table and table of dialogue and debate of
4,000 people

* 3 panel discussions of 4,000 people

« 200 spaces for seminars and workshops with
capacity ranging from 50 to 1000 people

+ cultural spaces for continuous and spontaneous
activities
» organized cultural spaces for events like theatre,

music, dance, folk forms, poetry etc.

* 8 spaces for films
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